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1.0 Introduction  

nowmobilers travel beyond their local trail systems much more frequently now than ever before. When 
traveling on unfamiliar trails a riderõs enjoyment and safety are greatly enhanced by uniform trail marking, 
detailed information signage and careful identification of potential hazards. Few experiences in 
snowmobiling rival for unpleasantness the feeling of being lost, hungry and low on fuel, somewhere along a 

poorly marked trail system. 

While there are many good reasons why grooming or trail routing in a particular area is less than optimum, there are 
very few acceptable excuses for the absence of basic signing. Every trail operator should make signing a priority. 
The trail administer, land owner, rider, local club and organized snowmobiling in general all benefit from good basic 
signing practices. 

The purposes of snowmobile trail signs are to: 

a. regulate the flow of traffic along the trails 

b. inform riders of trail characteristics and, 

c. provide information necessary to the enjoyment of the trail riding experience. 

Uniform snowmobile trail signing will: 

a. enhance the safety and security of persons, vehicles and property, 

b. improve travel within and between districts and 

c. professionalize and promote recreational snowmobiling. 

Many jurisdictions have developed and implemented excellent comprehensive signing programs. In other areas, 
local traffic conditions or limited resources make elaborate signing systems inappropriate or impossible. Regardless 
of local circumstance, every trail must be signed to a minimum level which exhibits a fundamental concern for the 
safety of those using it.  

2.0 Purpose of this document  

This document provides guidelines for the effective placement of signs on recreational snowmobile trails in British 
Columbia and is endorsed by the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism, Sports and Arts. It should 
be seen as a process to improve snowmobile trail development in a safe and cost effective manner as opposed to a 
rigid policy statement. It is anticipated that as a result of ongoing communication and development, these guidelines 
will continue to evolve through time.  

3.0 Trail Signing Requirements  

Currently there are minimal sign requirements in British Columbia; therefore, these will be the standards for any 
signs being installed. The placement should follow the standards as described in section 4.0.  
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4.0 Trail Sign Placement  

 

  

a.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 21.1 uses this caption text. In Word, the Caption style can be automatically  

This section provides basic information on how snowmobile trail 
signs are to be oriented and installed. 

4.1 Sign Orientation  

The most critical part of sign mounting is understanding how 
reflective signs work. One good analogy is to think of 
reflective signs as mirrors. To maximize the nighttime view of 
the sign it must be placed at eye level, perpendicular to the 
direction of travel of the trail. This orientation also ensures 
that the sign is visible over the longest possible period so that 
the rider has a chance to understand the message and to react 
accordingly. This important concept is illustrated in Figures 1 
and 2. 
 
Figure 3 defines an imaginary òwindowó for sign locations. 
Signs should be oriented perpendicular to trail within a 5 ft x 
5 ft area which starts 3 ft from the trails edge and 2 ft above 
the trail. Signs mounted outside the window will not perform 
as well.  

 

4.2  Posting Distances  

One of the most frequently asked questions in posting signs 
is how far in advance of the trail condition should the sign be 
placed. Table 1 below offers some guidance on what 
appropriate sign posting distances should be. These 
recommendations have been developed through a variety of 
snowmobile and traffic publications, including the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices and field observations. The 
minimum sign posting distances recommended blow pertain 
only to caution signs. 
 
The sign posting table looks at two situations. The first is a 
situation where a caution sign is posted so that a snowmobile 
can come to a complete stop before the trail condition. The 
most common examples of this situation would be a òStop 
Aheadó, òBridge Aheadó and òIntersection Aheadó. The 
second signing situation is one where a caution sign is posted 
so that a snowmobiler might have to reduce speed, but not 
necessarily come to a complete stop. Examples of this 
situation might be òLogging Aheadó, òLeft Curveó, òSteep 
Hilló, or òDipó.  
 
A key factor in using Table 1 is the judgement of the signing 
crew on what the speed of the majority of snowmobilers in 
that situation would be and what reduction in speed, if any, 
would be necessary for the snowmobiler to comfortably and 
safely negotiate the trail condition.  

B. Signs placed at the riderõs eye level reflect 
back correctly and are much easier to see. 

 
 

Figure 1: sign orientation, side view 

A. Signs facing the trail do not reflect 
headlight beams back to the rider. 

 

B. Signs placed perpendicular the trail reflect 
headlights back to the rider correctly.  

 
 

Figure 2: Sign orientation, plan view 
 

Figure 3: Recommended Sign Location Window 
 

A. Signs placed too high do not reflect headlights 
beams back to the rider. 
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Table 1: Ca ution Sign Placement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*    No suggested minimum distance recommended. At these speeds, sign location depends on physical conditions at the site. 

**  No suggestion minimum distance. At these 5 mile per hour reductions in speed, location depends on the physical conditions at the site. 
 

Examples showing the use of Table 1 above can be 
found on pages 12 through 17. 

 
Regulatory signs shall be placed to the side of the 

trail in accordance with the section 4.1. Unlike 
caution signs, regulatory signs are located where the 

desired action is to take place  


